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God is love, and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
 
The grace and peace of God be with all of you in his holy church. 
And also with you. 

We have come together
to ask God’s blessing on N and N,
and to bring them our love and support
as they celebrate thirty years of married life.

I ask you now to pray for them;
and not just to pray today
or only in this place
but to pray in your hearts continually
and over the years ahead.
It is praying, their praying and ours,
which will fulfil God’s purposes for them.
Praying is an outlook, a sustained energy,
which creates a marriage
and makes love and forgiveness life-long.

Eternal love never fails;
our love needs to forgive and be forgiven.
As we pray and forgive we minister reconciliation.
Those who marry are God’s ministers to each other
of reconciliation and change.

As they grow together,
wife and husband foster one another’s strengths,
they provide each other with the reassurance and love
needed to overcome their weaknesses.
From the beginning they made
God has led them in this path of holiness.
Each day they are called to become awake to each other,
aware of each other,
sensitive to each other’s needs.

Marriage is a sacrament of creation given
that we may give ourselves as Christ gave himself for us.
In baptism we are made one with Christ
and so we renew our baptism
with the sign of water.
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All are sprinkled with Holy Water.

Let us pray. 

Father, touch us with an awareness 
of your presence in all the world around us. 
Awaken in us a sense of wonder that you have created us in love. 
As we celebrate thirty years of the marriage of N and N
deepen our love for those close to us, 
and for those who, although strangers, need our concern. 
Help N and N as they renew their commitment to each other, 
and grant us all a heightened sense of joy in life, 
because we share this moment with them.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

A Reading from the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am 
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have 
not charity, I am nothing.
And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up,
Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil;
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there 
be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.
When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, I put away childish things.
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known.
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia, alleluia.  
God is love, and those who live in love live in God
and God lives in them.
Alleluia. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said,“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because 
the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You 
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

N and N I invite you now to recall the vows that you made at your wedding.

N :
I, N , took you, N , to be my wife;
N :
I, N , took you, N , to be my husband;
The couple say together
to have and to hold from that day forward,
for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish,
till death us do part, 
according to God’s holy law,
and this was our solemn vow.
Today, in the presence of family and friends,
we affirm our commitment to this vow.

Will you, the family and friends of N and N,
continue to support and uphold them
in their marriage now and in the years to come?  We will.

N  takes N ’s left hand and says:
I gave you this ring as a sign of our marriage.
With my body I honour you,
all that I am I give to you, and all that I have I share with you,
within the love of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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Prayers
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve and keep you;
the Lord mercifully grant you the riches of his grace that you may please him both in 
body and soul, and, living together in faith and love, may receive the blessings of 
eternal life.
Amen.

Blessed are you, heavenly Father.
You give joy to husband and wife.
Blessed are you, Lord Jesus Christ.
You have brought new life to mankind.
Blessed are you, Holy Spirit of God.
You bring us together in love.
Blessed be Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
One God, to be praised for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we lift up our hearts to you
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him you have made a covenant of grace with your people
by the outpouring of your Holy Spirit.
We praise you for the gift of marriage
in which the love of husband and wife is brought together
and reflects your plan of love for the world.
We thank you today for N and N,
and for leading them to each other
in friendship and love, commitment and trust,
and for bringing them here for the celebration of their anniversary.

Living God,
by the presence of your Holy Spirit,
may they know the risen Christ to be with them now,
as they celebrate this covenant together.
May their lives be a witness to your saving love
in this troubled world.
As you pour out your love,
may they continue to grow together in your sight,
and each be to the other
a companion in joy, a comfort in sorrow and a strength in need.
As you blessed the earthly home at Nazareth
with the presence of your Son,
may their home be a place of security and peace.
As you blessed them with the gift and care of Philippa-Rose,
may they grow together to know and love you ever more deeply in your Son.
And bring us all at the last
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to that great marriage banquet of your Son
in our home in heaven,
where, with all your saints and angels,
in the glory of your presence,
we will for ever praise you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, 
for through your goodness 
we have received the bread we offer you:  
fruit of the earth and work of human hands, 
it will become for us the bread of life. Blessed be God forever. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, 
for through your goodness 
we have received the wine we offer you:  
fruit of the vine and work of human hands, 
it will become our spiritual drink. Blessed be God forever. 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.  
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. Amen. 

Show favour to our supplications, O Lord,
and receive with a kindly countenance
the oblations we offer for these your servants,
who celebrate the holy covenant of their marriage,
that through these mysteries
they may be strengthened in love for one another and for you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
…
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Through him, with the angels and all the saints, 
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
…
The mystery of faith. 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection until you come again. 
…
Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honour is yours, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, …  
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours now and for ever. 

Sign of Peace 
Lord Jesus Christ, … 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 

Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the 
supper of the Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy  
that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word  
and my soul shall be healed. 

AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. 
… who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

May God’s grace surround you
and keep you all,
and so we pray
The peace of God
which is beyond our understanding
keep guard over your thoughts and hearts.

God keep you friends with one another,
forgiving one another in kindness.
May you follow Jesus in happiness or suffering.
May hope keep you joyful.
Stand firm in trouble.
Be strong in prayer.

May God make you compassionate and brave.
Above all,
may there always be love
to bind and keep you whole.

May almighty God bless you,  
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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