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Opening Chant

-`*vcvcvscccccdccc]vxrcccrccc]cccfccvhcc]cchc,cGcccvvvtccc]c]cccgcccccfccv]ccvvecccccecccvvvvvvv] 
Come and    worship,     royal   priesthood,   come and  praise Him, 

-`*vvvvdccgcc]cbgvv,vvFcccrccc]vvvvvvfvvvvvvdvvvvvv]vvvwccwcc]ccsvvcccvfvvvvvvvvfvvvDvvvvvvvvveccc]ccbbdccvvscc]ccqxqvvvv]] 
  holy   na -tion.   Worship  Jesus,  our  Re-deem - er,       he is   ris-en,  

-`*vvvvvvaccvdcc]ccdvvSccccwvcc] 
 King of      glo  -  ry.

- a central candle may be lit and hand-held candles lit from it
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Hymn of Light

Weeks 1 and 3

-`*vbbbbcRxxxxvvvvvxxxbbbbbbbbbbbxgvvvchvvvxrcvvvvvv]vvvcUxccccvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvchvvvvvvscccvvvvfcccdccccecvvvc] 
                Hail, gladdening Light, of his pure glo-ry poured who is the immortal Fa-ther, heavenly, blest,

-`*vvvlvv.vvvvLcvckccvjvvvv]vvvvhvvvvvsccchccgxcvfvvvscccceccvccwbbbbc]vvvvvvRxxxvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvxvvvvvvvvvvvbbbxgvxbhxbrxc] 
        ho-l-iest of    holies, Jesus Christ our Lord. Now we are come to the sun’s hour of rest,

-`*vbbbUvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvhcvcsccvvvvvvvcfccvvvvvvvdcbbcec]vvvvlcbbbvvvvlvvvvvvvccLcvvckccjccc]vvvvvhccvvvscvvvvvvhccgvvvvvv]cvvfvvsccdvvnccvvvScvvvc]vvwvvvvc] 
               the lights of evening round us shine,  we hymn the Father,  Son and Holy     Spirit     di - vine.

-`*vvvvvvRxxxxvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvxcgccchcccrxc]vvvvjccc]vvvhccbscvcfcccdccvccexvv]bcocccckcccjcc]xcyccbbbbbbb] 
  Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung    with un-de-fil-ed tongue,  Son of our God,

-`*vcyccbcHvvvvvccgcbbbbbc]ccrcccveccc]ccc^x]cbbbbbbblccbbclccbbbclccckcccjccc]cccchcccvv]bbcsccchccccgcccc]cccrcccccecvvv]vvvvwx]  
 gi—ver of     life,    a — lone: therefore in all the      world thy glo-ries,     Lord, they own.

Weeks 2 amd 4

-v7vvvvixlxkxuxyxtx]xuxhxfxgxgxrx]xrxkxkkxlxkxuxyx]xixhxjxhxgxrxx]
-v7xrxsxdxfxsxqx]xrxgxhxjxhxtxrxx] 
O gladsome light, O grace
Of God the Father’s face,
The eternal splendour wearing; 
Celestial, holy, blest,
Our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Joyful in thine appearing.

Now, ere day fadeth quite,
We see the evening light,
Our wonted hymn outpouring; 
Father of might unknown, 
Thee, his incarnate Son,
And Holy Spirit adoring. 

To thee of right belongs
All praise of holy songs,
O Son of God, life-giver; 
Thee therefore, O Most High, 
The world doth glorify 
And shall exalt for ever.
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Incense Psalm

-cvvvvvWvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvv2vvvvvvvv1vvvvvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvv2vvvvvvv2vvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvvv1vvvvvvvv2xvv]
Let us pray for par - don and for peace and for pro - tec - tion through - out the com - ing night.

-cvvcv2vvvvvvvvvvvvv%vvvvvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvv5vvv3vvvvvv@vvvvvvvvvvvv5vv6vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv9vvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvv%vvvvvvvv]
My prayers rise like incense, my hands like an evening off’ring.

-cvv2cvvv2vvvvv2vvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv@vvvvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvv^vvvvvv{vvvvvv6vvvvv6vvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvv3vvvv2vvvvvv3vvvvvv%vvvvv{vvvvvvv7vvvvvvv6vvvv5vvvvv3vvvvvvvv^vvvvvvv5vv3vvvvvvvvWvvvvvvvv]
I call to you, Lord, help me now.    Listen to me when I call to you.   Lord, I say to you, hear me.

-cvvvv2vvvvv3vvvvv5vvvvvv6vvvvvvv&vvvvvvv6vvvv7vvvvv6vvvvv5vvvv3vvvvvvv%cccc]
Listen to me, Lord. I am invoking you.

-vv2vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv7vvvv6vvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvnvvvvvvv3vvvv2vvvvv3vvvvvvv2vvvvvv3vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv1vvvvvvv@vvvv{vvvvv2vvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvv7vvvvv8vvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvv5vvv3vvvvv]]
    Lord, place a guard over my mouth, a sentry at the door of my lips, keep my heart from inclining to evil.

-cvvcvv2vvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvv5vvvvvvv6vvvv5vvvvvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvv3vvvvv%vvvvv]
Save me from all wicked deeds and desires.   Listen to me …

-cvvcvv2vvvvvvv3vvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvv5vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv5vvvvv3vvvvvvv2vvvvvvvv2vvvvv{vvvv2vvvvv3vvvvv2vvvvvvv3vvvvvvv2vvvvv3vvvvvvvvv5vvvvv5vvvvvv6vvvvvv7vvvvvvv6vv5vvvvvvv^vvvvvvvvv]
May the righteous reprove me in kindness, but I will not let the wicked anoint my head.

-cvv5vvvvv6vvvvvv7vvvvv6vvvvvvvvv5vvvv3vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvv2vvv3vvvvvvvv%vvvvvvv]
I will always resist their evil deeds.      Listen to me …

-cvvcvv2vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvvv2vvvvvvv5vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvvv1vvvvvv2vvvvvvvv2vvvvvv7vvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv7vvvvvv8vvvvvvv7vvvvvvv6vvvvvv5vvvvvv5vvvvv5vvvvvvv3vvvvv2vvnvvvvvvv]
Lord God, my eyes are turned to you, defend and protect me, in you I take refuge.

-vvvvvv2vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvv3vvvvvvv1vvvvvv2vvnvvvv{vvv2vvvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvv6vvvvvv5vvvv3vvnvvvvv]
      Guard me from the traps they have set for me, from the snare of those who do e - vil.  Listen to me … 
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Hymn

-`*~ccc6x4x6vv,x4x4x3x2vvnvvvv{x6x4x7v,vvvvv6x4x3x4vvmvvvv{x7x6x9vv.vvvvv7x6x4x3vvnvvvv{vvv2vv4x7vv6x4vv3x4vvmvvvv]

Tomb of earth, a saddened mound:
Womb, rebirth, hell’s wiles confound:
Gloom to mirth, for life is found!  Alleluia.

Flint to fire-flare hallowed blaze!
Hearts inspire, our minds amaze:
Flame desire for boundless praise.  Alleluia.

Drought now streams as crystal clear;
Desert teams, its blossoms cheer.
Christ redeems us sinners dear.  Alleluia.

Christ is Lord, God’s only Son
Be adored Who three in One
Thus restored Your work undone.  Alleluia.

That we may know the joy of the resurrection and make it known to others,
let us pray with one heart and mind:

Silence

Lord our God,
your Son, risen from the dead,
is the Bridegroom who comes by night
and invites us to his wedding feast.
keep alive in us the flame of faith,
that we may hasten towards the kingdom,
which you have promised will be ours,
for ever and ever.
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Psalm 136

-v70vcv5vv6vvvvv6vvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv5bbv,vvvvvvv5vvvvvvv8vv7vv5vvvvvv4vvvvvvvv2vvnvvvvv{vvv4vvvvv4vv5vvv5vvvv5xv]  
Sing to the Lord and bless his name.  [Al-le-lu-ia.]

Great is his love … is sung after every line, including the doxology

-vb70vccvTxxcccc1vvcc2x3x4ccv]vvcbbbbbbbvvvvv7vvvvvvvvvvv6vvvvvv7vvvvvvvvv5vv,vvvvvvvvvvv6vvv,vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvvvv] 
   Great is his love, love without end.
O give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
Give thanks to the Göd of gods
Give thanks to the Lörd of lords,

who alone has wrought mar-vel-ous works,
whose wisdom it was made the skies,
who spread the earth on the seas,

-v70vcv5vv6vvvvv6vvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv5bbv,vvvvvvv5vvvvvvv8vv7vv5vvvvvv4vvvvvvvv2vvnvvvvv{vvv4vvvvv4vv5vvv5vvvv5xv]  
Sing to the Lord and bless his name.  [Al-le-lu-ia.]

It was he who made the great lights,
the sun to rule in the day,
the moon and the stars in the night,

The first-born of the E - gy-tians he smote,
He brought Israel out from the midst,
arm outstretched, with pow’r in his hand,

-v70vcv5vv6vvvvv6vvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv5bbv,vvvvvvv5vvvvvvv8vv7vv5vvvvvv4vvvvvvvv2vvnvvvvv{vvv4vvvvv4vv5vvv5vvvv5xv]  
Sing to the Lord and bless his name.  [Al-le-lu-ia.]

He divided the Red Sea in two,
he made Israel pass through the midst,
he flung Pharaoh and his force in the sea,

Through the desert his people he led,
Nations in their great-ness he struck,
Kings in their splen-dour he slew,

Sihon, king of the Amorites,
and Og, the king of Bashan.
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-v70vcv5vv6vvvvv6vvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv5bbv,vvvvvvv5vvvvvvv8vv7vv5vvvvvv4vvvvvvvv2vvnvvvvv{vvv4vvvvv4vv5vvv5vvvv5xv]  
Sing to the Lord and bless his name.  [Al-le-lu-ia.]

He let Israel inh-er-it their land,
On his servant their land he bestowed,
He remembered us in our distress,

And he snatched us a-way from our foes,
He gives food to all living things,
To the God of heaven give thanks,

-v70vcv5vv6vvvvv6vvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv5bbv,vvvvvvv5vvvvvvv8vv7vv5vvvvvv4vvvvvvvv2vvnvvvvv{vvv4vvvvv4vv5vvv5vvvv5xv]  
Sing to the Lord and bless his name.  [Al-le-lu-ia.]

8



Non-Scriptural Reading 
Commentary on the Gospel of the Day or the Resurrection Gospel

Response:

Psalm 114 

-v`vvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvv2vvvvvvv5vvvv6vv7vvvvv5vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvv8vvvv8vvvvvvvvv9vvvvvvvvv0vvvvvvvv9vvvvvvvvv8vvvvv7vvvvvvvv6vvvvv5vvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv6vvvvv7vvvvvvvvvv5vv4vvvvv3vv5vvvvvvvv2vvvvvvc] 
Christ, our Redeemer, has risen from the tomb: let us sing a hymn to the Lord our God, 

-v`vvv2vv5vvvvvv5vv6vvv6vv8vv7vvvvv5vvvvvvvc]ccWx5x6x7x{xUx9x7x6x{xYx8x7x5x{xYx3x2x5xx] 
al - le - lu - ia.

Lent

-vvvc1ccvc2ccc3cc5vv6cc5ccc6ccc5ccbc5vv6cc7ccc6cc5ccccc5cccv{cv5vvvvvvvvv6cccc5ccvc3ccv2ccc3cc2cvvv3bbbvvvv]  
iv  Christ is the image of the in - vis-ib-le God,    the firstborn of all creation.

-vvcccvvExx2x3x5x{xTxx3x5x6x{xYxx5x3x5x{xTxx3x2x3x]
I love the Lord for he has heard
the cry of my appeal;
for he turned his ear to me
in the day when I called him.

They surrounded me, the snares of death,
with the anguish of the tomb;
they caught me, sorrow and distress.

I called on the Lord's name.
O Lord, my God, deliver me!

How gracious is the Lord, and just;
our God has compassion.
The Lord protects the simple hearts;
I was helpless so he saved me.

Turn back, my soul, to your rest
for the Lord has been good;
he has kept my soul from death,

(my eyes from tears)
and my feet from stumbling.

I will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.
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Resurrection Gospel (or the Gospel of the Sunday)

-v7cvvv4cbbbbbbb5bbbbbbbb6vvvvv$vvvv5c6vvv5bbbvvvvvb4bbbbbbbbbb2cb1xbbb4bbbbbbbbbb5c6bbbbbbbbbbb5c4bbbbbbbb$xx]xYxx5x7x6x{xTxx4x2x4x] 
Al-le-lu-ia, al le- lu - ia,     al - le - lu ia.

In Lent:

   -v7cvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv7vvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvv6vvvvv5vvv7vvvv6vvvvvvv4vvvvv4vvvvvvvv] 
Praise to you, O Lord, king of eternal glory.

The verse from the lectionary, or the folowing then repeat Alleluia.

You are the resurrection and the life, says the Lord:
whoever lives and believes in me shall ne-ver die.

-v7cx4ccc4ccccc4ccc4ccc3cc3ccc3ccc3ccc3cc3cccc4ccvvc4xxxxxxbb]
Wisdom! Let us listen to the Holy Gospel:

-v7cx5cccc5cccvc5cbbc5ccbc5ccc5cccc5cccc5cc5ccccc5cccbbbc5ccc6ccc6ccc55ccc4cc4x]  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.

-v7cbbbbbbbbb8cc6cccb5ccbvv7ccbbc6ccvc4xxxxxxxxxxxxx]  
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel is read, then:

-v7cvvvv4ccc3ccv4cccv5cccv4ccvvc2cccc3cc1cc2ccc4ccc5ccc6c7ccc6ccccc5xx]  
Glory to you, O Word eternal, of the liv—ing God:

-v7cxc8x6vvvv5vvvvv5vvvvvvv7ccvvc6ccc5c6ccvv5ccccv4xxxxvvvvvbvvvcx]  
 R  Al-le-lu-ia, praise to you, O Christ.

-v7cvvvv4ccc3ccv4ccc5cccc4cc2cc3cvvvvv1ccc2cccvv4ccv5ccc6c7ccvvc6ccvc5xcvx]  
 Glory to you, eternal wisdom of the liv—ing God. R

-v7cbbbbbbbbb4cc3ccc4ccbbbc5ccc4cccc2ccc3cc1cc2cccbb4cbbc5ccc6c7ccbbbbbc6cccc5xcvx]  
Glory to you, O Light eternal of the liv—ing God. R 
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Ordinary Sundays
I 1, 9, 17, 25, 33 Matthew 28; 1-11, 16-20 Adv 1 ET 6
II 2, 10, 18, 26 Mark 16: 1-20 Adv 2 ET 7
III 3, 11, 19, 27 Luke 24: 1-12 Adv 3 Chr 1 (HF)
IV 4, 12, 20, 28 Luke 24: 13-35 Adv 4 Chr 2 Ep
V 5, 13, 21, 29 Luke 24: 35-53 ET 2 Bap OL
VI 6, 14, 22, 30 John 20:1-18 ET 3
VII 7, 15, 23, 31 John 20: 19-31 ET 4
VIII 8, 16, 24, 32 John 21: 1-14 ET 5 

-`cxcWxxxUxxx5x6x7x{xExxx5x7x6x]  
-`cc2ccvc2ccvvc5ccc5cccc6cv7ccc8ccc9ccc9ccvvc5ccv5cccc6ccc%xxvvvvxvvv]
R       Al - le - lu - ia, Christ is ri - sen, al - le - lu - ia. 

Christ our pass-over has been sacrif-iced for us:
so let us celebrate the feast,

not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. R

Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: 
death has no more dominion over him.

In dying he died to sin once for all: 
in living he lives to God.

See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. R

Christ has been raised from the dead: 
the first fruits of those who sleep.

For as by man came death: 
by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;

for as in Adam äll die: 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive. R
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Lent

-b7cvvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvv2vvb1vvvvvvvv4vvvvvvv5vv6vvvvvvv2vvv1vvvvvv4x]ccYxx4x5x6x{x^xx5x6x4x] 
vi Come now and dwell with us.

Jesus, Saviour of the world, come to us in your mercy:  
we look to you to save and help us.

By your cross and your life laid down, you set your people free:  
we look to you to save and help us.

When they were ready to perish, you saved your disciples:  
we look to you to come to our help.

In the greatness of your mercy, loose us from our chains,  
forgive the sins of all your people.

Make yourself known as our Saviour and mighty deliverer;  
save and help us that we may praise you.

Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:  
hear our prayer and be with us always.

And when you come in your glory:  
make us to be one with you and to share the life of your kingdom.  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Thanksgiving for Water

-vcvTxx3x1x2x{xWxx3x4x3x]
Blessed are you, sovereign God of all,
to you be glory and praise for ever.

You are our light and our salvation.
From the deep waters of death you have raised your Son to life in triumph.

Be pleased we pray to sancti-fy  this water. 
By which we seek protection on this the day that you have made.

For you created water to make the fields fruitful
and to refresh and cleanse our bodies.

You made water the instrument of your mercy:
for through water you freed your people from slavery

and quenched their thirst in the desert.

through water the Prophets proclaimed the new covenant
you were to enter upon with the hu-man race; 

through water, which Christ made holy in the Jordan,
you have renewed our corrupted nature in the bath of re-birth.

Grant that all who have been born anew by water and the Spirit,
may daily be renewed in your image, walk by the light of faith, and serve you in new-ness of life;

through your anointed Son, Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the Ho-ly Spirit
we lift our voic-es of praise:

-vcvccvc5ccvv3ccc1ccvvvv1vvvcvvvv1vvvvv1vvvvvvvv1vvvvvvv1vvvvvvv2vv3vvcvv2vvvvvvv1vvvv1vvvvv{cccv5vvvvvvv3vvvvvv1vvvvvvv2vv3vvvvvvvv2vvvvvvv1vvvvvvv1xvv] 
 Blessed be God: Father, Son and Ho - ly Spirit:     Blessed be  God for  e - ver.

Water may be sprinkled or shared using the sign of the cross or poured over hands during the following psalm:
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-vccvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5bbbbmvvvvvv{cccvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv{vvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvvvvvv] 
Wat - er of life,     cleanse and re - fresh us;    raise us to life in Christ   Je - sus.

-vccvvvvvvQxx3x4x5x{xTxx4x3x4x{xExxv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvcc] 
Psalm 93(92) Dominus regnavit

The Lord is king, with majes-ty enrobed;
the Lord has robed him-self with might,
he has girded himself with pow-er.

-vccvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5bbbbmvvvvvv{cccvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv{vvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvvvvvv] 
Wat - er of life,     cleanse and re - fresh us;    raise us to life in Christ   Je - sus.

The world you made firm, not to be moved;
your throne has stood firm from of old.
From all eternity, O Lord, you are.

-vccvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5bbbbmvvvvvv{cccvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv{vvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvvvvvv] 
Wat - er of life,     cleanse and re - fresh us;    raise us to life in Christ   Je - sus.

The waters have lifted up, O Lord,
the waters have lifted up their voice,
the waters have lifted up their thun-der.

-vccvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5bbbbmvvvvvv{cccvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv{vvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvvvvvv] 
Wat - er of life,     cleanse and re - fresh us;    raise us to life in Christ   Je - sus.

Greater than the roar of mi-ghty waters
more glorious than the surgings of the sea,
the Lord is glorious on high.

-vccvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5bbbbmvvvvvv{cccvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv{vvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvvvvvv] 
Wat - er of life,     cleanse and re - fresh us;    raise us to life in Christ   Je - sus.

Truly your decrees are to be trusted.
Holiness is fitting to your house,
O Lord, until the end of time.

-vccvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5bbbbmvvvvvv{cccvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv{vvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvvvvvv] 
Wat - er of life,     cleanse and re - fresh us;    raise us to life in Christ   Je - sus. 
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

-vccvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5bbbbmvvvvvv{cccvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv{vvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvvvvvv] 
Wat - er of life,     cleanse and re - fresh us;    raise us to life in Christ   Je - sus.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

-vccvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5bbbbmvvvvvv{cccvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv{vvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvvvvvv] 
Wat - er of life,     cleanse and re - fresh us;    raise us to life in Christ   Je - sus.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

-vccvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5bbbbmvvvvvv{cccvvv8vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv{vvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vvvvvv3vvvvv4vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vv3vv2vvvvvv1vvvvvvvvv] 
Wat - er of life,     cleanse and re - fresh us;    raise us to life in Christ   Je - sus.
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-v`cvcc7cccvc7ccc5ccvvvv6ccvvvc7v,ccv{cc7ccvvc8cccc7cccv5cccvvc6vv,vvvvvvb{cvvvYxxxxxxvvvvvvvbcv4ccc5cvvvbbbbbbbxbbb] 
Our Fath-er  in heav’n,  hallow’d be your name,   your Kingdom come, your will be

-v`cvvcc6vv,cc{cvvvv7cccc6cccc5cc4cccvvvvc3vvnx{ccvvvvcUxxxvvvbvvvxvcc5cc6ccbc7vv,ccc{ccv7ccvc8cccv7ccc5cccv6vv,cbbbbbc] 
done,   on earth  as in    heav’n.     Give us this day our daily bread.   Forgive us our sins

-v`cvvcv6ccc6ccc4cc5ccccvvv6cccvvvc7cccbv6ccvv5cvcc4ccvv3vvmcvvvv{ccvvUxxxvcvvv5ccc6ccc7ccc7cvvvc{cv7ccc7cc7ccv8ccv7vvbbbbvbbv] 
 as we forgive those who sin against us.      Lead us not in-to temptation  but deliver us 

-v`ccvvc5cvvcv6cc6cvvc{vvvcYcxxxxxxxxxvvvvcvvvvvvvvvvc4ccc5cccc6vv,ccvvv{cc6cccc6ccvvc7ccc6cvc5vvvvvbbbbb] 
from evil.       For the kingdom, the power and the glo-ry are yours,   now and for e-ver.

-v`cvc4cccvvv3vvnx] 
A - men.

Collect

God, most holy Father,
in the resurrection of Jesus
you have given us the blessed hope
of a never ending day.
Lead us now, through the darkness and the night,
to the vision of your glory,
that at the dawning of the day
we may know him in the breaking of the bread,
Jesus, our brother and our Lord.
Amen.
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Concluding Chant

-v7cvvv6vv8vvvv6vv5vvvvv4vv3vvcvvv2vvvv6vv8vvv6vv5vvvvvv4vvvvvvv2vvvvvvvv4vv5vvvcvv5vv8vvvcvvv6vv5vvx]xvvv6vv8cvvvv6vv5vvvvv4vv3vvcvv2vvvvvvv2vv1vvvvv4vv5vcvvb6vv5vvvv4cvx] 
vi In the morning I will sing glad songs of praise.         Al - le - lu - ia,   al -  le - lu - ia.

-v7ccRxx2x4x5x{xTxx6x7x6x{xYxx7x6x5x{xTxx4x2x4x]
Having beheld the resurrec-tion of Christ,
Let us adore the holy Lord Jesus, the only sin-less one.
We venerate your Cross, O Christ,
Your holy resurrection we praise and glorify.

-v7cvvvv6vv8cvvvv6vv5vvvvv4vv3vvcvv2vvvvvvv2vv1vvvvv4vv5vcvvb6vv5vvvv4cvx] 
   Al - le - lu - ia,    al -  le - lu - ia.

For you are our God and we know of no other be-side you:
We call up-on your name.
Come all you faithful, 
let us magnify Christ’s holy res-urrection.

-v7cvvvv6vv8cvvvv6vv5vvvvv4vv3vvcvv2vvvvvvv2vv1vvvvv4vv5vcvvb6vv5vvvv4cvx] 
   Al - le - lu - ia,    al -  le - lu - ia.

For behold, through the cross 
joy has come into all the world.
Ever blessing the Lord, let us sing his res-urrection,
For he endured the shame of the cross, conquering death by his death

-v7cvvvv6vv8cvvvv6vv5vvvvv4vv3vvcvv2vvvvvvv2vv1vvvvv4vv5vcvvb6vv5vvvv4cvx] 
   Al - le - lu - ia,    al -  le - lu - ia.

In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.
Abide with us, Lord Jesus,
for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

-v7cvvvv6vv8cvvvv6vv5vvvvv4vv3vvcvv2vvvvvvv2vv1vvvvv4vv5vcvvb6vv5vvvv4cvx] 
   Al - le - lu - ia,    al -  le - lu - ia.
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As the night watch looks for the morning,
so do we look for you, O Christ. 
Come with the dawning of the day
and make yourself known in the breaking of the bread.

-v7cvvv6vv8vvvv6vv5vvvvv4vv3vvcvvv2vvvv6vv8vvv6vv5vvvvvv4vvvvvvv2vvvvvvvv4vv5vvvcvv5vv8vvvcvvv6vv5vvx]xvvv6vv8cvvvv6vv5vvvvv4vv3vvcvv2vvvvvvv2vv1vvvvv4vv5vcvvb6vv5vvvv4cvx] 
   In the morning I will sing glad songs of praise.         Al - le - lu - ia,   al -  le - lu - ia.

Lent

-`*vvbbbbb2vvvv4vvvvvv6vvv7vvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvv4vvvvv3vvvv3vvvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvvv2vvvvvvvv]ccYxx4x6x7x{xYxx3x4x2x]
v To a little stream you subjected your head.

Behold: Fire and Spirit in the womb that bore you:  
Behold: Fire and Spirit in the river where you were baptized.

Fire and Spirit in our baptism: 
In the Bread and the Cup, Fire and Holy Spirit.

In your Bread is hidden a Spirit not to be eaten, 
In your Wine dwells a Fire not to be drunk.

Spirit in your Bread, Fire in your Wine, 
A wonder set apart, yet received by our lips.

How wonderful your footsteps, walking on the waters! 
You subdued the great sea beneath your feet.

Yet to a little stream you subjected your head, 
Bending down to be baptized in it.

The stream was like John who performed the baptism in it,
In their smallness each an image of the other.

To the stream so little, to the servant so weak, 
The Lord of them both subjected himself. 
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Resurrection gospels

Ordinary Sundays
I 1, 9, 17, 25, 33 Matthew 28; 1-11, 16-20 Adv 1 ET 6
II 2, 10, 18, 26 Mark 16: 1-20 Adv 2 ET 7
III 3, 11, 19, 27 Luke 24: 1-12 Adv 3 Chr 1 (HF)
IV 4, 12, 20, 28 Luke 24: 13-35 Adv 4 Chr 2 Ep
V 5, 13, 21, 29 Luke 24: 35-53 ET 2 Bap OL
VI 6, 14, 22, 30 John 20:1-18 ET 3
VII 7, 15, 23, 31 John 20: 19-31 ET 4
VIII 8, 16, 24, 32 John 21: 1-14 ET 5

1
Matthew 28; 1-11, 16-20

In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His 
countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake, 
and became as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye 
seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay.
And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into 
Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples 
word.
And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by 
the feet, and worshipped him.

Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they 
see me.

Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief 
priests all the things that were done. So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is 
commonly reported among the Jews until this day.

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.
And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
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II
Mark 16: 1-20

And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought 
sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of the week, 
they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us 
away the stone from the door of the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled 
away: for it was very great. And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 
clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.
And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is 
not here: behold the place where they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth 
before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you. And they went out quickly, and fled from 
the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they were 
afraid.

Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of 
whom he had cast seven devils. And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and 
wept. And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. After that he 
appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country.
And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they them.

Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and 
hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And he said unto 
them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In 
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of 
God. And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following.  Amen.
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III
Luke 24: 1-12

Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the 
spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.
And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body of 
the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by 
them in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto 
them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto 
you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and 
be crucified, and the third day rise again.
And they remembered his words, And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the 
eleven, and to all the rest.

It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, 
which told these things unto the apostles.
And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.

Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by 
themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.
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IV
Luke 24: 13-35

And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about 
threescore furlongs. And they talked together of all these things which had happened.
And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them. But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.
And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, 
and are sad? And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a 
stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?
And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: And how the chief priests and our rulers 
delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him. But we trusted that it had been he which 
should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done. Yea, 
and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre; And when 
they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was 
alive. And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women 
had said: but him they saw not.

Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. And they drew nigh 
unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have gone further. But they 
constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to 
tarry with them. And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, 
and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. And 
they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he 
opened to us the scriptures? And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the 
eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath 
appeared to Simon. And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in 
breaking of bread.
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V
Luke 24: 35-53

And [the two disciples] told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking 
of bread. And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be 
unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.

And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?
Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as 
ye see me have.

And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet.

And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat?
And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and did eat before them.
And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning 
me.

Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it 
is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:
And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. And he led them out as far as 
to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.

And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.
And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: And were continually in the temple, 
praising and blessing God.  Amen.
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VI
John 20:1-18

The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and 
seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.
Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto 
them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.

Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. So they ran both together: 
and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and looking 
in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into 
the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the 
linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.

Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. For as yet 
they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.

Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the 
sepulchre, And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the 
body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. And when she had thus said, she turned 
herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why 
weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have 
borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.

Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.

Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these 
things unto her.

24



VII
John 20: 19-31

Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace 
be unto you. And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord.
Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.
And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:
Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained.

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.
The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall 
see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
his side, I will not believe.

And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy 
finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but 
believing.
And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:
But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.
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VIII
John 20: 19-31

After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of  Tiberias; and on this wise 
shewed he himself. There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.

Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and 
entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing. But when the morning was now come, 
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.
And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and 
now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.
Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard 
that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.
And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred 
cubits,) dragging the net with fishes.

As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.
Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.
Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all 
there were so many, yet was not the net broken.
Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine.  And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing 
that it was the Lord.

Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.
This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.
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The Day of the Lord 

Alexander Schmemann 

For an understanding of the place of the 'Lord's Day' in the liturgical life of the early church it is important 
to clarify its relationship to the Hebrew sabbath. Christian thought has so ignored this relationship that the 
whole week has been simply 'advanced,' and the day of resurrection (the first day of the week, the prima 
sabbati) has gradually become another sabbath. All the Old Testament prescriptions and definitions touching 
the seventh day were little by little transferred to Sunday, and the seventh day has been converted into a 
kind of 'prototype' of the Christian day of rest. This displacement of the week became especially apparent 
when the emperor Constantine gave the 'day of the sun' an official state sanction, and made it a generally 
obligatory day of rest. But even before the end of the fourth century, the memory still lived in the mind of 
the church of the original relationship of the 'Lord's Day' with the sabbath and the whole Old Testament 
week. 

For the early church the Lord's Day was not a substitute for the sabbath; it was not (so to speak) its 
Christian equivalent. On the contrary, the real nature and significance of this new day was defined in 
relation to the sabbath and to the concept of time connected with it. The key position of the sabbath (and 
all its related prescriptions) in the Old Testament law and Hebrew piety is well known. From whatever 
source the weekly cycle of time may have been acquired by Israel, its religious interpretation and 
experience was rooted in a specifically biblical theology of time. The Seventh Day, the day of complete rest, 
is a commemoration of the creation of the world, a participation in the rest of God after creation. This rest 
signifies and expresses the fullness, the completion, the 'goodness' of the world, it is the eternal 
actualisation of the word spoken about the world by God from the beginning: 'It is very good.'The sabbath 
sanctions the whole natural life of the world unfolding through cycles of time, because it is the divinely 
instituted sign of the correspondence of the world to God's will and purpose. On this day the Law 
prescribes joy: 'Thou shalt eat and drink and give thanks to him who created all things,' since 'He who 
created all things honoured and sanctified the sabbath day and commanded that it should be so' (2 Macc 
15:2-4). Faithfulness to the sabbath was bound up with the ultimate mystical depths of the people of Israel, 
and only by understanding it as something for which people were prepared to die, is it possible to 
comprehend the significance of the new day introduced by the church. 

The Eighth Day is the day beyond the limits of the cycle outlined by the week and punctuated by the 
sabbath – this is the first day of the New Aeon, the figure of the time of the Messiah. 'And I have also 
established the eighth day,' we read in the book of Enoch, 'that the eighth day be the first after my creation, 
that in the beginning of the eighth millennium there be a time without reckoning, everlasting, without years, 
months, weeks, days or hours.' 

From Introduction to Liturgical Theology, Faith Press, Leighton Buzzard, 1966.

Monks, Glenstal. The Glenstal Book of Readings: for the Seasons (The Glenstal Series) (Kindle Locations 1780-1802). 
The Columba Press. 
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Resurrection 

Hans Urs von Balthasar 

Rightly enough, it has always been emphasised that there can have been no witnesses to the event of the 
Son's Resurrection by the Father – any more than there can to the act of the Incarnation. And yet the two 
actions are foundational events of a salvation which is for humanity, and God does not simply bring about 
these events without human beings, any more than he allowed the Passion to happen without human co-
operation. Evidently, it is not enough for Mary to take cognisance after the event that she is pregnant, nor 
for the women to find the empty tomb after the act. Matthew felt that when – moving close to the border 
of mythology but not over-stepping that boundary – he made the women witnesses not, to be sure, of the 
Resurrection itself, but of the opening of the tomb by the angel of dazzling brightness. Luke and John go, 
each in their own fashion, further still. 

That Resurrection and Ascension are substantially identical has been apparent in Luke. On the Mount of 
Olives, the disciples are witnesses of the disappearance from earth of him who is going to the Father – but 
only the disappearing remains within view, the cloud ensuring that the journey' enters the realm of the 
invisible. The Lucan disciples, therefore,'see' the invisible end-point of the event whose point of departure 
Mary had 'seen' in her conversation with the angel of the Annunciation. They are testimonies to the final 
'proof' (Acts 1, 3). In her own manner, Mary Magdalen is also, on Easter morning, when she meets the Lord, 
in the event of the Resurrection. And Mary of Bethany, in her loving gesture of anticipation, accorded with 
all that the Lord decided, even with his burial, even with his Passion. For the three chief articulations of the 
redemption, the 'Yes' of the three Marys is required. Beyond all contestation they symbolise the believing 
and loving church. At the Ascension, the disciples 'were gazing into heaven,' seeking the One who had 
disappeared. And now the warning of the angel interpreter is reversed: 'Why do you stand looking into 
heaven?' Until the Lord's return, there is nothing more to see. The disciples are sent back to making their 
way throughout the world. 

From Mysterium Paschale, T&T Clark, Edinburgh, 1990. Used by kind permission of Continuum International 
Publishing Group Ltd.

Monks, Glenstal. The Glenstal Book of Readings: for the Seasons (The Glenstal Series) 
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The Rediscovery of Easter 

Roger Greenacre 

Easter has failed to touch the hearts and imaginations of Christian peoples in the West in the same way as 
Christmas. The popularity of Christmas is easily understandable: it can make some kind of appeal even to 
people whose Christian faith is minimal or non-existent, and it has collected to itself a wealth of folklore 
and tradition. But in the West it is also true that for Christians of every tradition the Passion has made 
more of an impact than the Resurrection. Certainly the Passion can make more of an impact on our human 
sensibilities, because suffering and death are basic and common human experiences, whereas resurrection 
from the dead is manifestly not. 

The dangerous divorce of Cross and Resurrection is not only a matter affecting the liturgical and devotional 
life of the church; it has also had a baneful influence on the church's theology. Not so long ago theologians 
used to study the Redemption without mentioning the Resurrection at all. Christ's work of redemption 
was seen as consisting in his incarnation, his life and his death on the cross. When the Resurrection was 
mentioned, it was not to give it any part in our salvation but to show it as Christ's personal triumph over 
his enemies, and a kind of glorious counterblast to the years of humiliation he had endured to redeem us. In 
short, Christ's resurrection was shorn of the tremendous significance seen in it by the first Christian 
teachers, and relegated to the background of the redemptive scheme. 

The 'rediscovery' of Easter has been the fruit of a number of convergent movements of renewal in the 
church. It has been due to the revival of biblical theology and the concern to understand the basic 
preaching of the apostolic church. It has been due also to the renewed study of the Greek and Latin 
Fathers. It has been due to the Liturgical Movement, in which connection it is right to single out one 
particular name, that of Odo Casel of the Benedictine Abbey of Maria-Laach, whose whole life was 
dedicated to the understanding of the theology of the Christian Mystery and its liturgical expression: he 
died with singular appropriateness in the night of Easter 1948 just after he had proclaimed as deacon the 
good news of the light of Christ – Lumen Christi! 

Another influence has been the Ecumenical Movement. The Orthodox churches have not suffered from the 
divorce introduced between the Cross and the Resurrection in the West. It has been a revelation to 
Western Christians to attend their great Easter midnight services. To them as to the early Christians the 
conviction of Christ's Resurrection has been the sustaining and invigorating power in their life and witness. 
'Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!' Perhaps it needs a radical revolution in our outlook and mentality 
before we can become thoroughly convinced of this, but such a revolution must be brought to pass. 

From The Sacrament of Easter, Studies in Christian Worship 4, The Faith Press, London, 1965.

Monks, Glenstal. The Glenstal Book of Readings: for the Seasons (The Glenstal Series)
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The Eighth Day 

Alexander Schmemann 

Christ rose not on the sabbath, but on the first day of the week. The sabbath was the day of his rest, his 'en-
sabbathment' in the tomb, the day which completed his task within the limits of the 'old aeon'. But the new 
life, the life which had begun to 'shine out of the tomb,' began on the first day of the week. This was the 
first day, the beginning of the risen life over which 'death has no dominion'. This day also became the day of 
the Eucharist as the 'confession of his resurrection,' the day of the communication to the church of this 
risen life. In early Christianity, this day was often called 'the eighth day'. St Basil writes: 'The Lord's Day is 
great and glorious. The scripture knows this day without evening, having no other day, a day without end; 
the psalmist calls it the eighth day, since it is outside of time measured in weeks.' In this way the eighth day 
is defined in opposition to the week. The week is related to time. The eighth day is outside time. The week 
stands within the sequence of days, the eighth day has nothing coming after it, it is the 'last one'. 

In the church the first-eighth day, the Lord's Day, is the day of the Eucharist. The early Christian tradition 
bears uniform witness to this fact. The Eucharist has its day, Christians gather together on an established 
day. We know that the 'Day of the Sun' was not a holy day of rest in either the Jewish or the Roman 
calendars. The Eucharist is the sacrament of the church. It is the parousia, the presence of the Risen and 
Glorified Lord in the midst of 'his own,' those who in him constitute the church and are already 'not of this 
world' but partakers of the new life of the New Aeon. The day of the Eucharist is the day of the 
'actualisation' or manifestation in time of the day of the Lord as the kingdom of Christ. The early church did 
not connect either the idea of repose or the idea of a natural cycle of work and rest with the Eucharistic 
Day of the Lord. Constantine established this connection with his sanction of the Christian Sunday. For the 
church the Lord's Day is the joyful day of the kingdom. The Lord's Day signifies for her not the substitution 
of one form of reckoning time by another, the replacement of Saturday by Sunday, but a break into the 
'New Aeon,' a participation in a time that is by nature totally different. 

The eschatology of the new Christian cult does not mean the renunciation of time. There would have been 
no need for a fixed day (statu die) in a 'wholly world-renouncing' cult; it could be celebrated on any day and 
at any hour. Nor does this eschatology become related to time through the sanctification of one of the 
days of the week, like the sabbath in the Old Testament law. The 'Lord's Day' actualised in the Eucharist was 
not 'one of the ordinary sequence of days'. Just as the church herself while existing in 'this world' manifests 
a life which is 'not of this world,' so also the 'Lord's Day,' while it is actualised within time on a given day, 
manifests within this sequence that which is above time and belongs to another aeon. 

From Introduction to Liturgical Theology, Faith Press, Leighton Buzzard, 1966.
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The Way to Emmaus 

Nicholas Lash 

The theological task of every age is not simply the proclamation, but, as Eamon Duffy has said, the 
recognition of the truth it has received. Christian truth is not 'religious' truth, but truth sacramentally 
displayed and exhibited. And it is all facts and circumstances which require interpretation in the light of the 
mystery of Christ crucified and risen. 

The story of the disciples on the way to Emmaus can serve as a parable for the task of Christian 
interpretation. Those disciples, like the rest of us, had some difficulty in 'reading' their history, and the 
context of 'recognition', the occasion on which things began to make sense, was not some 'religious' event 
in a sacred space, but an act of human hospitality. 

That context is today, as it has always been, a community of disciples on a journey, their memory shaped by 
a particular darkness, who talk with each other about these things that happen; a community who, then as 
now, are accompanied, and who, although they often cannot understand their company, are still enabled to 
recognise him in the breaking of bread. 

If Christianity could unlearn its own incoherent juxtaposition of historical pessimism and eschatological 
optimism, and could instead recover and sustain the precariousness of its hope, it might proclaim the 
message of the resurrection of the flesh more effectively 

The focal point of both memory and hope is Gethsemane and Calvary. It was there that God died, and 
resurrection began. To understand all places of darkness and death to be that garden and that hilltop is, 
therefore, to refuse to give the last word to all that entombs the body and the mind. Jesus taught us to 
address the darkness as 'Father'. But we only learn appropriately to do so at the place where he did it. It is 
only there, at the heart of darkness, that we are enabled and entitled to pray: 'All shall be well and all shall 
be well and all manner of thing shall be well.' 

From Theology on the Way to Emmaus, SCM Press, London, 1986. pp xi-xii; 201; 214-215. Used by kind permission 
of the author.
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A Reading from Gateway to Hope

by Maria Boulding 

Though God is an almighty lover, he can find himself shut out, and he longs to find an open door of 
vulnerability in us. It is extraordinarily hard for us to realise this, conditioned as we are by a secular ethic of 
success and a religious ideal of moral perfection which may owe little to the gospel. God calls us, implants 
his life in the deepest centre of our being at baptism, and loves us into growth. He does not propose to us 
some lofty, rigid ideal to which we must attain by our own unaided human resources. We are more sinful 
than we know, more deeply flawed than we can recognise by any human insight; but grace works in us in 
the deepest places of body and spirit. We must live from our weakness, from the barren places of our need, 
because there is the spring of grace and the source of our strength, as Paul discovered: ‘When I am weak, 
then I am strong.’ When we can stand before God in the truth of our need, acknowledging our sinfulness 
and bankruptcy, then we can celebrate his mercy. Then we are living by grace, and we can allow full scope to 
his joy. 

For many of us it is difficult to live honestly from this place of failure and weakness. Even if we know with 
our heads we should, we may still slip back into the old attitudes and behave as though God were expecting 
us to succeed and making his love conditional upon our achievements. If we have become hardened in such 
an attitude it may take some deep experience of failure to disabuse us. When a crisis occurs I may find in 
myself the sheer moral impossibility of obeying God. It is not simply a matter of emotional rebellion, or of 
knowing that ‘the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak’; the will itself is unwilling. I am rebellious to the core 
and do not even want to want God’s will. Perhaps I can push it one stage further from me, and say with a 
kind of tortured effort, ‘I want to want to want your will,’ and then ask myself if there is even a grain of 
honesty or good will in that. I am helpless; and as the father of the epileptic boy cried to Jesus, ‘I do believe, 
help my unbelief,’ so I can only say to God, ‘I am rebellious down to my roots, help me.’ 

Here, as we teeter on the edge of despair, beset by every kind of temptation and feeling as though we had 
already fallen, the Spirit is released. This is his own place, the deepest place of our being where he is 
wedded to our spirit, where he can act and give life, where he can free us from all that hampers the true 
thrust of our will. God himself creates our freedom; he gives us freedom as his continuing gift of love, and 
he alone can influence it from within, in no way violating or diminishing it. Entombed Lazarus is a sign not 
simply of a certain group of people who had obviously closed their hearts against Jesus, but of each one of 
us. In this hopeless situation, where you are nothing but stark failure, you know the miracle of grace. This 
tomb is the place of resurrection, and if you believe you will see the glory of God.
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A Reading from The Glory of God and the Transfiguration of Christ 

by Michael Ramsey 

The idea of the ‘last things’ has often been presented in terms of the destiny of the individual: ‘what happens 
to me when I die?’ But the Christian doctrine sees the destiny of the individual as one part of the pattern 
of the divine design for mankind and for all creation. God, who created the world for his glory, will glorify 
his creatures and lead them to glorify him. The end is a new creation, forged from out of the broken pieces 
of a fallen creation, filled with glory and giving glory to its Maker. 

The crown of God’s creation is man, made in the Creator’s own image and possessing an affinity to him in 
virtue of which he may come to know him, to obey him, to love him and in the end to see him. The service 
of God in the reflection of God’s holiness and love is subsumed in the worship of God: and both the 
worship and the service are subsumed finally in the seeing of God as he is. The seeing of God amid the 
shadows of history in the incarnate life of the Son is far less than the seeing of God which will be ‘face to 
face’ and ‘as he is’. And this perfect seeing awaits the transformation of mankind into the image of Christ 
and their being made ‘like him’. 

Besides our affinity to the Creator in whose image we are made and whose vision we strive to attain, man 
has his place in relation to the rest of creation. He is set to rule over it as God’s viceregent, ‘crowned with 
glory and honour’ and with all things put in subjection under his feet; and in his worship of God he is the 
spokesman of all created things. The mystery of evil afflicts not man alone, but all creation too. The 
sufferings of men and women at this present time, the bondage of corruption in nature, the fact that we see 
not yet all things made subject to us, all betoken the frustration of the divine design by the fall. But by the 
cross and resurrection of Christ the inauguration of a new creation has begun, and this new creation will 
include both mankind brought to sonship and to glory, and nature renewed in union with humanity in the 
worship and praise of God. The Christian hope is therefore far more than the salvaging of human souls into 
a spiritual salvation: it is the re-creation of the world, through the power of the resurrection of Christ. 

Thus the hope of the beatific vision is crossed by the hope of the vindication of the divine design not only 
in us but in all things. And the hope of the resurrection of the body, when the body of our low estate is 
transformed into the body of Christ’s glory, is the reminder of our kinship with the created world which 
the God of glory will redeem in a new world wherein the old is not lost but fulfilled.
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